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de Open Art Shelter  

1 Goal of the good practice  

Open Art Shelter is a safe, creative space for the free expression of emotions, intercultural dialogue and 

trauma healing run by GSBTB (Give Something Back to Berlin). Art, craft, music, theatre, dance, 

storytelling and literature are used to overcome linguistic and cultural barriers and foster peace. 

The idea calls upon the old tradition of arts and crafts circles that is found in nearly every culture across 

the globe, in which people used to spend evenings telling stories, making music and doing handcraft. 

The project offers a comfortable and non-shaming form of being together and doing something creative 

where everyone brings value, rather than a stigmatising charity that creates barriers between “us” and 

“them”. 

The project and community is developed by a multicultural team of locals, migrants and refugees, from 

teenagers to senior citizens. 

2 Target group 

Refugees and newly arrived migrants, both men and women, of all ages. 

3 Description in “step-by-step” approach 

Activities include: 

- Sweekly women’s-only space with family and kid-friendly activities at the Tempelhof Airport refugee 

shelter. This takes place every Monday with up to 150 women and children. 

- Weekly Open Art Shelter and Creative Cooking for smaller groups and families. These take place 

in Sharehaus Refugio or in different refugee homes. This project is providing psychosocial support 

to a number of refugee families with which we have developed strong ties to. 

- Designing and painting murals at different refugee homes. 

- Letter exchanges between refugee kids and volunteers. 

- Pop-up Open Art Shelters allowing connections between refugees and locals at festivals and in 

public parks. 

- Urban gardening on the Klunkerkranich rooftop every week (during the summer). 

- City and nature excursions for individuals and families, enabling contact with local culture through 

visits to theaters, museums and cinemas. 

- Creative language exchange (we teach each other German, English, Farsi, Arabic and Russian by 

singing, drawing and doing calligraphy). 

4 Success factors  

The core principles of the practice are:  

- Community: build connections between each other. 

- Inclusion and equality: activities for both old and new citizens. All contribute to the group. 

- Environmental sustainability. 

Success of the practice is the collaboration of volunteers and ONG to develop small initiatives that meets 

the demands of the migrant people and refugees. 

5 Local Networks – Different Actors Involved  

Give Something Back to Berlin Platform and network. 

Local ONGs. 

Volunteers. 

Pedagogy and psychotherapy professionals. 

6 Difficulties /Barriers 

The difficulties can be financing of certain activities or the involvement of women for a long period of time 

due to multiple factors such as health, family or emotional burdens. 
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7 URL and contact details  

Web of the project: 

http://gsbtb.org/projects/open-art-shelter/ 

 

Contact: 

hello@gsbtb.org 
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