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es Zelij project  

1 Goal of the good practice  

Zelij is a Cienojos project, developed with the collaboration of the Obra Social La Caixa, within the 

framework of the "Art for social improvement" program, and the City of Murcia. It is aimed at promoting 

the personal and collective improvement of Moroccan women in Murcia society through photography. 

On the one hand, the project tried to favour the personal development of these women by acquiring 

knowledge related to digital technologies and photography, which have allowed them to legitimize 

themselves before their family and social environment and reinforce the important role they play in their 

communities. And on the other hand, the initiative wanted to make this collective visible to the society of 

Murcia, offering a rich mosaic of realities through their eyes, which we hope will contribute to banish some 

of the stereotypes that still persist in Moroccan women in our imagination and help them get out of their 

state of social vulnerability. 

2 Target group 

The beneficiaries of the project have been a group of Muslim migrant women, of Maghrebi origin, users 

of Social Services of the City of Murcia, who have joined the project thanks to the involvement of workers 

and social educators. 

3 Description in “step-by-step” approach 

To carry out these objectives the project proposed the realization of a set of activities structured in three 

blocks: 

I. Develop the visual culture of the participants and initiation to the tools of obtaining, processing and 

disseminating photographs (workshops on visual literacy, photographic edition, gastronomy photography, 

and blogs). 

II. To favour the improvement of the self-esteem, the empowerment and the development of the personal 

and group identity of the beneficiaries ((photo shoots, learning to look, portraits, photo-recycling). 

III. Improve the visibility and the positive image of the women both among the Muslim migrant community 

and among the society of Murcia (edition of a newspaper and a photo exhibition). 

4 Success factors  

The project offered a new area of interest for the personal, family and social development of the users, 

accustomed to other types of more conventional and traditional activities programmed by the Municipal 

Social Services, such as the infant education, the kitchen or the Crafts. 

The fact that the people who have facilitated the project did not belong to social work has enabled to 

implement innovative methodologies, which have allowed women to approach society with more certainty 

and security than hitherto they were perceived by others as passive and self-excluded housewives.  

The skills they have acquired in the management of digital image technologies have empowered them in 

a very positive way and now they are the ones that teach others, becoming a reference of modernity for 

their environment. 

5 Local Networks – Different Actors Involved  

- Cienojos (creator of the project). 

- Social Services Centre of City of Murcia. 

- City Council of Murcia. 

- Professionals from photography. 

- Obra Social La Caixa. 

6 Difficulties /Barriers 

Referred to computer training, need of equipment for all the beneficiaries. On the other hand, the low 

level of previous knowledge of many of them slowed down the process and the times foreseen were 
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insufficient. The possibility of completing their training at home was not feasible since most of the women 

did not have a computer or Internet connection. 

Cultural limitations: It was very difficult for us to carry out photographic reports in women neighbourhood 

since the Muslim community itself was still reluctant to develop a public activity individually, without the 

accompaniment of their husbands. The same thing happened with blogs. The fact that a Muslim woman 

acquires personal visibility still causes a lot of distrust among her community. 

7 URL and contact details  

Web of the project (In Spanish): 

https://proyectozelij.wordpress.com/ 

 

Contact: 

monica@cienojos.org 

8 Related resources that have been developed and are available online 

Photographs selected for the exhibition: 

https://vimeo.com/115443791 

 

Zelij newspaper: 

https://proyectozelij.files.wordpress.com/2014/12/zelij-para-imprenta.pdf 
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