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at Mama Quilla Productions—Arts for Change 

1 Goal of the good practice  

 Spotlight neglected human rights issues. 

 Create work that provides a platform for current controversial issues and provokes social debate. 

 Create work that endures, to be published and performed again and again. 

 Explore other cultures, especially non-European. 

 Exploit the talent of hugely experienced but under-employed older theatre practitioners. 

 Tackle the experimental and unknown. 

 Be adventurous with text and form. 

 Move between mainstream high-profile theatre and mixed media performance (video, dance, music, 

visual art) in unconventional spaces. 

 Challenge stereotyping. 

 Challenge prejudice. 

 Tackle issues traditionally considered of special interest to women. 

 Tackle issues previously considered of no interest to women. 

 Take theatre back into the community. 

 Make invisible people visible. 

 Change things for the better. 

2 Target group 

Resources and talent in female theatre practitioners over the age of 40. 

3 Description in “step-by-step” approach 

Mama Quilla works in the community with the vulnerable and dispossessed, using resources and talent 

in female theatre practitioners over the age of 40. 

It is a group of women active in the domain of political theatre. 

Mama Quilla works with organisations in the community and educational establishments, creating 

bespoke workshops, often culminating in short public performances.  

Two signature workshop programmes: 

 Making Drama Out of Our Own Lives was initiated at the Drill Hall in the 1990s and creates original 

work of a very high standard, with people of all ages and very different backgrounds and experience. 

 A Play in a Day Workshop uses source material, to devise a short, but polished performance, around 

the important issues of the day. We have facilitated three of these events at The City Lit, Keely St. 

4 Success factors  

Mama Quilla has built its reputation tackling issues deemed thorny. In so doing, it has become an 

invaluable resource providing a voice for those who are rarely heard. 

Moreover, Mama Quilla helps make theatre yourself about things that really mattered in your own life and 

perhaps about things that you might want to change.  

5 Local Networks – Different Actors Involved  

Mama Quilla has a ten year creative relationship with the Crossroads Women's Centre, which is home to 

WAR (Women Against Rape), LAW (Legal Action for Women), and the All African Women's Group, as 

well as many other organisations. 

Mama Quilla works with organisations in the community and educational establishments, creating 

bespoke workshops, often culminating in short public performances.  

MQ organises platforms and days of debate and performance.  
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MQ donates performances to support human rights causes. 

6 Difficulties /Barriers 

Mama Quilla works in the community with the vulnerable and dispossessed, creating innovative 

street/site-specific performance theatre, celebrating their voices and exploring their experience. 

7 URL and contact details  

http://www.mamaquilla.org/index.html 

Email: info@mamaquilla.org 

8 Related resources that have been developed and are available online 

http://mmqcollective-diaries.blogspot.co.at/ 

Mama Quilla Initiative aim is to create and perform rapid-response theatre, producing original, innovative, 

mixed-media performance responding to the times and to provoke debate. Initially, it aims to create seed 

or workshop productions some of which will be further developed. 

 

https://vimeo.com/37854213 

Theater of Protest 
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