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at MAIZ - Autonomous Centre of & for Migrant Women  

1 Goal of the good practice  

 MAIZ, an independent association of and for migrant women, aims to improve the living and working 

situation of migrant women in Austria and to promote their political and cultural participation as well 

as to change the existing, unjust social conditions. 

 It acts for the legal and social betterment of all migrant women and actively intervene in the social 

debates on migration and (anti) racism. In addition to counselling and education, their activities 

therefore include political cultural work, public actions and scientific research projects. 

 To support the equal participation of migrant women in political, cultural and social life as well as 

their involvement in political decision-making processes. 

 To deal with the migrant women proactively. In the conflicting realm of all existing contradictions, we 

endeavour to create collective spaces for an exchange, with the aim of promoting the interests of 

migrant women and making their demands heard. 

2 Target group 

Migrant women in Austria – working as workers in the sex industry, as cleaners for leasing companies, 

as cleaning and nursing staff in companies and private households, as nursing assistants in the health 

sector, but also as illegitimate, as asylum seekers, as unemployed, as housewives, as students, as 

scientists.  

MAIZ offers are used by women from over 50 different countries. The women of our target group come 

from different cultural and linguistic backgrounds.  

3 Description in “step-by-step” approach 

Cultural work of migrants has been a focus of MAIZ since 1998. In our work, we try to develop and pursue 

strategies that allow us to participate and co-design as actors: 

The active participation of migrant women in cultural work - from the phase of development, conception 

and organization to the realization of a cultural project - is an important contribution in the development 

of political articulation. 

We position ourselves against a policy that allows us to act as an object in the context of cultural 

representations, and promote the confrontation with anti-racist and anti-sexist practices, with trans / 

homophobia and other forms of discrimination. We strongly oppose the clichéd, folkloristic portrayals of 

migrants * to make themselves heard in public. Central themes are the reduction of exotic, sexist and 

racist images, identity as construction and self-perception as political subjects. 

4 Success factors  

MAIZ creates, together with migrant women * spaces, where they can meet, exchange and educate. Our 

offers are used by women from over 50 different countries. 

We always see our work, especially in education and counselling, as promoting a self-confidence process 

that helps women to leave the victimhood and participate fully as active protagonists in society.  

With own in-house publications, MAIZ draws in the discourse on migration, gender, the world of work, 

anti-racism, education, etc. critical position. 

5 Local Networks – Different Actors Involved  

MAIZ is a registered association. MAIZ is participatory and collectively organized. Several groups and 

organs determine the actions of MAIZ. 

Working at MAIZ: 

- Employed: 12 female employees (8 of them are migrant women). 
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- Volunteer: 5 people regularly, occasionally work much more. 

- A regular contractual employee, several project-related staff. 

- Every year some interns work temporarily. 

6 Difficulties /Barriers 

The women of our target group come from different cultural and linguistic backgrounds. Therefore, our 

work needs special approaches, methods, strategies and materials. 

An important potential and methodological prerequisite of our activities lies in the internal networking of 

the different work areas. 

There is still too little funding for cultural policy work. MAIZ as a self-organization fights not only for the 

recognition, but above all for the continuous financial support of migrant women.  

7 URL and contact details  

https://www.maiz.at/ 

maiz - Autonomes Zentrum von & für Migrantinnen 

Scharitzerstraße 6 - 8 

4020 Linz 

T +43 (0)732 776070 

E: maiz@servus.at 

8 Related resources that have been developed and are available online 

www.migrazine.at 

Migrazine an online, multilingual, magazine published quarterly by migrant women 

https://www.maiz.at/medien/cupiditas 

"Cupiditas", an information leaflet for sex workers in Austria.  

https://www.maiz.at/medien/maizone 

Maizone , a newspaper project by and for young migrant women, published annually 

In addition, Maiz produces its own TV programs and video contributions and its own audio and radio 

contributions in Maiz_studio in cooperation with dorftv and Radio FRO . 
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