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gr ESTIA- Face Forward …into my home 

1 Goal of the good practice  

ESTIA was the Greek Goddess of Hospitality and House. In ancient and modern Greek means home and 

is also the name of the programme aimed in housing refugees, that currently live in camps, in major cities 

of Greece (Emergency Support to Integration and Accommodation programme,  funded by the European 

Union Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid.). Face Forward …into my home is an interactive art 

project focused on the stories of people who have been forced to leave their homelands and are rebuilding 

their life in Greece. It includes storytelling workshops inspired by a selection of contemporary artworks 

from the collection of the National Museum of Contemporary Art, Athens (EMST), the photo shooting of 

portraits, and a photography exhibition about and with refugees and asylum-seekers, now living in the 

greater Athens area, benefitting from ESTIA. 

2 Target group 

Refugees/asylum seekers that are currently in Greece benefited by the ESTIA project. 

3 Description in “step-by-step” approach 

Phase I: Storytelling Workshops 

Beneficiaries of the ESTIA programme are invited to share feelings, memories, hopes and aspirations, 

inspired by artworks from the EMST collection. Using these as a starting point and as a stimulus to explore 

contemporary social issues, including forced migration, social integration, cultural exchange and social 

interaction, the participants create autobiographical stories that reveal moments from the past, build 

personal narratives about the present, and make plans for the future. 

Phase II: Photographic Portraits 

Based on the narratives that unfold during the workshops, photographic portraits depict the refugees and 

asylum-seekers in their daily life in Athens. Accompanied by the stories, the portraits shed light on each 

person’s unique character. At the same time, both photographs and stories reveal the “human face” of 

the refugee plight and remind us of the things, emotions, feelings that connect us all – our common 

humanity. 

Phase III: Exhibition of Photographic Portraits and Personal Narratives 

The personal narratives and photographic portraits will be presented at EMST from November 22nd, 2017 

to January 31st, 2018. The works from the EMST collection that prompted the narratives will be presented 

in electronic form in a specially designed exhibition space, in addition to a short documentary video of the 

whole project. 

The exhibition is accompanied by a catalogue with all the portraits and personal narratives.  As part of 

the exhibition, special events will be organized for the public with the participation of the refugees and 

asylum-seekers themselves, as well as educational programmes for students of all ages. 

4 Success factors  

The ESTIA programme helps them to realize exactly this: through accommodation in apartments and 

provision of monthly cash support, refugees and asylum-seekers are able to lead more secure and normal 

lives, regain the dignity of choice and gradually take back control of their life. At the same time, Face 

Forward …into my home introduces these people as residents of a city that has embraced so many 

cultures, religions and ideas – a diversity that is defined through social solidarity and mutual respect, so 

that we can all feel “at Home”. ( http://estia.unhcr.gr/en/home/ ) 
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5 Local Networks – Different Actors Involved  

NGOs. 

Municipalities. 

UNHCR Greece. 

Refugee community. 

National Museum of Contemporary Art, Athens (EMST). 

6 Difficulties /Barriers 

Some of the refugees are not yet at the place that they feel ready to express themselves creatively. 

However through the ESTIA project and the support of the community they are making steps towards 

overcoming their cultural barriers.  

7 URL and contact details  

http://estia.unhcr.gr/en/face-forward-into-my-home-opens-its-doors-in-athens/ 

UNHCR Greece 

Mihalakopoulou 91, 115 28 Athens 

Tel: +30  216 – 2007800 

E-mail: great@unhcr.org 

8 Related resources that have been developed and are available online 

N/A  
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